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For more information, 
visit www.pebt-la.org.  

Food Assistance for Families of
Homeschooled/Virtual Students
Louisiana received federal approval to issue Pandemic EBT 
(P-EBT) benefits for the 2022-23 school year, and this year 
certain homeschool and virtual school students may be 
eligible!

Benefits will be retroactive (beginning Aug. 1, 2022) to 
cover the full 2022-23 school year through May 11, 2023, 
when the federal Public Health Emergency ends.

Who’s eligible?
A student who has applied and been approved by the 
Louisiana Department of Education to attend a BESE-
Approved Home Study Program, or who is attending an 
approved virtual school that does not participate in the 
National School Lunch Program (NSLP), is eligible for School 
Year 2022-23 P-EBT if the student meets all three of these 
requirements:

   The child previously attended an NSLP-participating 
school but withdrew after the start of the COVID 
health emergency due to concerns about COVID, 
or the child enrolled in kindergarten as a virtual or 
homeschooled student in 2020-21 or later, AND

   The child is not attending an NSLP-participating 
school due to concerns about COVID, AND

   The child would have received free or reduced-price 
meals at their NSLP school if not for their virtual or 
homeschooled status.

Application Required!
Parents/guardians of eligible homeschooled and virtual school 
students must complete an application by Thursday, May 11, 
2023. Applications not completed by that date will not be 
processed.

  Virtual school students will apply with their BESE-
approved virtual school. Homeschooled students will 
apply with their local public school.

    Homeschooled and virtual school students must 
provide proof of income eligibility for free or 
reduced-price meals under the National School 
Lunch Program (NSLP) and the name of the child’s 
previous NSLP-participating school.

    Homeschooled students also must provide a copy of 
their BESE-Approved Home Study approval letter.

How much P-EBT will we receive?
   Eligible homeschooled and fully virtual students 
will receive $147.24 for each month they were 
determined eligible, through April 2023.

   May benefits will drop to $81.80, due to the federal 
Public Health Emergency ending on May 11, 2023.

When & how will benefits be issued?
P-EBT benefits will begin issuing in May 2023, as schools
submit information for eligible students to DCFS.

   Benefits will be issued on a Louisiana Purchase EBT 
card in the student’s name and will be mailed to the 
student’s address. If your child previously received 
P-EBT, this year’s benefits will be issued on the same
card.

   If you receive SNAP: P-EBT benefits will be issued 
on a separate EBT card in each eligible child’s 
name, not on your regular SNAP EBT card.

   Cards may take several weeks to arrive after being 
issued. Please be patient.

   The card will arrive in a plain white envelope. Please 
inspect mail carefully before tossing out “junk mail.”

   You will need your child’s student ID or activation 
number to enter in place of their Social Security 
Number when activating the P-EBT card. For 
homeschooled students, this student ID number can 
be obtained by calling 1-888-524-3578. Once you 
have the student ID or activation number, follow the 
activation instructions that come with the card.

For more information about P-EBT eligibility and how to 
use P-EBT benefits, visit www.pebt-la.org. 
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Families in need of additional food 
assistance are encouraged to dial 
211 to find out what resources are 
available in their community.



S N A P  N O N D I S C R I M I N AT I O N  S TAT E M E N T

In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its 
agencies, offices and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating 
based on race, color, national origin, sex, religious creed, disability, age, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights 
activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, 
American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the agency (state or local) where they applied for benefits. Individuals who are deaf, hard 
of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program 
information may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form (AD-3027) found online 
at: How to File a Complaint, and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information 
requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:

1.  Mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave. SW, Washington, 
D.C. 20250-9410;

2. Fax: (202) 690-7442; or

3. Email: program.intake@usda.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
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