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NOTICE OF INTENT
Department of Children and Family Services
Economic Stability

Pre- and Post-Release Family Strengthening Program
(LAC 67:111.5577)

In accordance with the provisions of the Administrative
Procedure Act R.S. 49:953(A), the Department of Children and
Family Services (DCFS) proposes to adopt LAC 67:111, Subpart 15
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) Initiatives,
Chapter 55 TANF Initiatives, Section 5577 Pre- and Post-Release
Family Strengthening Program.

Pursuant to Louisiana’s Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families (TANF) Block Grant, adoption of Section 5577 is necessary
to govern the collection of eligible rehabilitation expenditures
for incarcerated and released male offenders who are fathers of
minor children who are members of a needy family that may be
counted as Maintenance of Effort (MOE) for the TANF grant.

This action was made effective by an Emergency Rule dated and
effective February 1, 2016.

Title 67
SOCIAL SERVICES
Part I1l1. Economic Stability
Subpart 15. Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)
Initiatives
Chapter 55. TANF Initiatives
85577. Pre- and Post-Release Family Strengthening Program

A. The department shall enter into a Memorandum of
Understanding with the Louisiana Department of Public Safety and
Corrections to collect information on rehabilitation
expenditures for the purpose of claiming eligible expenditures
that may count as Maintenance of Effort (MOE) effective
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) State Plan FY

2015 for the TANF grant. The eligible rehabilitation
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expenditures that may be claimed as MOE are from the following
programs:

1. Regional Reentry Program — This program provides
the following services to incarcerated male inmates to assist
them 1n becoming self-sustaining individuals upon release: life
skills training; two forms of identification; discharge planning
which includes residence, employment, and referral/connection to
community resources; high school equivalency classes consisting
of literacy, adult basic education, and Pre-HiSET classes; and
vocational training opportunities. The program attempts to alter
the offender’s negative attitudes and behavior through treatment
and training, reconnect families separated by incarceration, and
prepare the family to receive the offender upon release.

2. Day Reporting Program — This program offers the
following services to released offenders with technical
violations who face revocation and re-incarceration: non-medical
substance abuse treatment, life skills, employment skills, job
placement assistance, cognitive-behavioral interventions, and
intensive case management. Additional services may also include
adult basic education and HiISET preparation, parenting and
family relations skills, anger management, pro-social family and
community support, relapse prevention activities, and pro-social
cognitive decision-making as needed. The program seeks to
identify critical thinking and decision making errors that can
be addressed, substance abuse and mental health needs, as well
as assist with family dynamics to ensure the offender has the
resources and tools necessary to remain in the community and
avoid a return to prison.

3. Local Jail Transition Specialists — This program
uses mobile transition specialists who provide the following
services to incarcerated state offenders that are housed at
local jails: parenting and anger management programming,

behavior modification, and case management. The program seeks to
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reduce the offender’s risk of recidivism, increase pro-social
decision making, and ensure offenders are routed to the Regional
Reentry Programs and/or Day Reporting Centers as appropriate.

B. These services meet TANF goal 2, to end dependence of
needy parents on government benefits, by promoting job
preparation, work, and marriage, and TANF goal 4, to encourage
the formation and maintenance of two-parent families.

C. Eligibility for services attributable to TANF/MOE
funds is limited to incarcerated and released male offenders who
are fathers of minor children who are members of a needy family.
A family meets financial eligibility if any member receives a
Family Independence Temporary Assistance Program (FITAP) grant,
Kinship Care Subsidy Program (KCSP) grant, Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefit, Title XIX
(Medicaid) Medical Assistance Program benefit, Louilsiana
Children’s Health Insurance Program (LaCHIP) benefit, or

Supplemental Security Income (SSI) benefit.

D. Services are considered non-assistance by the
department.
AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with 42

U.S.C. 601 et seq.; P.L. 104-193, and R.S. 36:474.
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of
Children and Family Services, Economic Stability Section, LR 42
Family Impact Statement
The proposed rule 1s not anticipated to have an Impact on
family formation, stability, and autonomy as described in R.S.
49:972.
Poverty Impact Statement
The proposed rule Is not anticipated to have an Impact on

poverty as described in R.S. 49:973.
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Small Business Impact Statement

The proposed rule is not anticipated to have an adverse
impact on small businesses as defined in the Regulatory
Flexibility Act.

Provider Impact Statement

The proposed rule is not anticipated to have an impact on
providers of services funded by the state as described in HCR
170 of the 2014 Regular Legislative Session.

Public Comments

All interested persons may submit written comments through
April 26, 2016, to Sammy Guillory, Deputy Assistant Secretary of
Programs, Department of Children and Family Services, P.0O. Box
94065, Baton Rouge, LA 70804.

Public Hearing

A public hearing on the proposed Rule will be held on
April 26, 2016, at the Department of Children and Family
Services, lberville Building, 627 North Fourth Street, Seminar
Room 1-127, Baton Rouge, LA beginning at 10 a.m. All interested
persons will be afforded an opportunity to submit data, views,
or arguments, orally or in writing, at said hearing. Individuals
with disabilities who require special services should contact
the Bureau of Appeals at least seven working days in advance of

the hearing. For assistance, call 225-342-4120 (Voice and TDD).

Marketa Garner Walters
Secretary
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S i James Vidacovich Department: Children and Family Services
tatement:
Phone: (225) 342-0495 Office: Economic Stability
) 627 N. 4th St., P.O. Box 94065 —_ Pre- and Post-Release Family

Return Address: Baton Rouge, LA 70804 Rule Title: Strengthening Program

Date Rule

Takes Effect: July 1, 2016

SUMMARY

In accordance with Section 953 of Title 49 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes, there is hereby submitted a fiscal and
economic impact statement on the rule proposed for adoption, repeal or amendment. THE FOLLOWING
STATEMENTS SUMMARIZE ATTACHED WORKSHEETS, I THROUGH IV AND WILL BE PUBLISHED IN
THE LOUISIANA REGISTER WITH THE PROPOSED AGENCY RULE.

l. Estimated Implementation Costs (Savings) to State or Local Governmental Units (Summary)

The Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) proposes to continue the provisions of the
February 1, 2016 emergency rule, which adopts Louisiana Administrative Code (LAC), Title 67, Part 111,
Subpart 15 Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) Initiatives, Chapter 55 TANF Initiatives,
Section 5577 Pre- and Post-Release Family Strengthening Program. The proposed rule adopts Section
5577 that governs the data collection of eligible rehabilitation expenditures for incarcerated and released
male offenders who are fathers of minor children that are members of a needy family. These expenditures
may be counted as eligible expenditures toward the Maintenance of Effort (MOE) for the federal TANF
grant.

The proposed rule helps maintain the overall TANF expenditures of the department by capturing eligible
state expenditures on male offenders that can be used toward the MOE. The only cost associated with
this proposed rule is the cost of publishing rulemaking. It is anticipated that $1,491 (Federal) will be
expended in FY 15-16 for the state’s administrative expense for promulgation of this proposed rule and
the final rule.

1. ESTIMATED EFFECT ON REVENUE COLLECTIONS OF STATE OR LOCAL
GOVERNMENTAL UNITS (SUMMARY)

Implementation of this proposed rule will have no effect on revenue collections of State or local
governmental units.

1. ESTIMATED COSTS AND/OR ECONOMIC BENEFITS TO DIRECTLY AFFECTED
PERSONS OR NON-GOVERNMENTAL GROUPS (SUMMARY)

Implementation of this proposed rule will have no cost or economic benefit to directly affected persons or
non-governmental groups.

V. ESTIMATED IMPACT ON COMPETITION AND EMPLOYMENT (SUMMARY)

This proposed rule will not have an impact on competition and employment for low-income families.

Signature of Agency Head Date LEGISLATIVE FISCAL OFFICER
or Designee OR DESIGNEE

Sammy Guillory, Deputy Assistant Secretary

Typed Name and Title of Agency Head DATE OF SIGNATURE

DCFS Deputy Undersecretary
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