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Important
information for

unmarried
parents 

Establishing paternity can 
make a world of difference
for fathers, mothers, and

their children.

Louisiana Paternity
Establishment Program 

To learn more: 

Louisiana Paternity
Establishment Program 

dcfs.la/paternity 

What a difference

Birth certificates 

Establishing paternity 

Genetic testing and child support 

1-504-593-5122
https://bit.ly/3mFwkdl 

LA-Paternity.DCFS@LA.Gov
dcfs.la/paternity

1-877-7LADCFS (1-877-752-3237)
dcfs.la/ChildSupport

A program of the
Department of Children & Family Services 

If the husband is not the father 
If the mother is married to someone other than the
biological father or has been divorced for less than
300 days at the time of birth, parents can complete
a 3-party AOP form. This requires the agreement of
all parties involved, and a DNA-based paternity test
that shows the identity of the biological father with
99.9% probability. 

Changing your mind later 
Be sure to think carefully before establishing
paternity. If either of you change your mind, you
have 60 days from the last signature to rescind
(cancel) the establishment. 

Custody and visitation 
Paternity establishment and custody are two
separate issues. Under most circumstances, when a
child is born to unmarried parents, the child lives
with the mother and she has physical custody. Once
paternity is established, the father can seek
visitation rights through the court system. 

Paternity and child support 
In most cases, it’s up to the parent who has
physical custody of the child to request support.
However, if the child or custodial parent is
receiving certain benefits provided for the medical
or financial care of that child, the noncustodial
parent may be required to pay child support. To
learn more, contact a child support enforcement
agency. 

Paternity for non-U.S. residents 
Parents who are non-U.S. residents can establish
paternity for their child, who is a U.S. citizen. The
AOP is not used to track non-U.S. residents. 

both   parents 
make!



Fathers get legal rights to their children and their
name on the birth certificate. 
Mothers get help with responsibilities and making
important decisions. 
Children get all the benefits children of married
parents do, including: 

–

–

–

1.A relationship with both parents and a sense of
identity

2.Knowledge of both families’ medical histories
3.Access to health insurance and benefits like

Social Security and inheritances
4.Decreased chance of high-risk behaviors, like

dropping out of school or taking drugs

Paternity means fatherhood. Paternity establishment
is how a biological father gains legal rights to his child
if he and the mother are not married. 
If you and your partner are unmarried, you must 
establish paternity before the father’s name can 
be placed on the birth certificate. 

Paternity benefits everyone! 

There are two ways to establish
paternity in Louisiana 

 
Complete and sign a voluntary Acknowledgement 
of Paternity (AOP) form. You can sign this  
form at three different locations: 

1.At the hospital: When your child is born —
and it’s free! A hospital worker will explain
everything as you fill out the form. 

2.At vital records: For a small fee, at the vital
records office in New Orleans or by mail. 

3.At your local child support office: A local
office can assist with the form and genetic
testing. An application and fee are required
for services. 

File a paternity suit with the courts. Also, either
parent can contact child support enforcement
(CSE) for services or a private attorney for
assistance. CSE does not provide paternity-only
services for applicants. 

2. Court proceedings:

1. Acknowledgment of Paternity Affidavit:

A genetic test, also called a DNA test, can help
determine whether a man is the biological father.
A child support office or private attorney can give
you more information. 

If you’re not sure who the father is

Establishing paternity gives you rights and
responsibilities, so it’s important you understand
what they are. Make sure to read the “Rights and
Responsibilities” section of the AOP carefully
before signing the document. 

Your responsibilities as parents

Paternity gives children 
two legal parents 

Other important details 
Required ID and notarization
Each parent must show a valid government-
issued photo ID and sign the form in the presence
of a licensed notary. To learn what types of ID are
acceptable, contact the facility where you plan to
complete the AOP.


